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Executive Summary 

The number of confirmed COVID-19 cases globally has now reached 4.4 million, with approximately 298,000 deaths and around 1.66 million recoveries. 

Nearly all countries globally have reported at least one case and/or have implemented some form of travel restriction. The situation has stabilised 

somewhat in the past weeks with many travel restrictions, both internationally and domestically, in place for the foreseeable future. Some countries are 

beginning to ease their restrictions; however, this process will be slow, with restrictions on international travel likely to be one of the last measures to be 

lifted. 

Solace Global continues to advise against all non-essential travel at this time due to the widespread travel restrictions. However, if conducting essential 

travel, it is advised that you check your relevant government’s travel advice and contact your airline or travel provider for more details. Be aware that it is 

likely that many destinations globally will have some form of quarantining measure in place upon arrival. At this time, Solace Global still advises that 

people aged 70 and over, or those with underlying health issues, should also reconsider their need to travel, even domestically, as to limit their chances of 

exposure. 

 
Latest Updates 

The World Health Organization has warned that COVID-19 may become endemic like HIV and that populations around the world will have to learn to live 

with the virus. With more than 100 potential vaccines being developed at the present time, emergencies expert Mike Ryan noted that vaccines exist for 

several illnesses that have not been eradicated and that commentators should not attempt to predict how long the virus is likely to persist as a global 

crisis. Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus added that despite many countries across the world beginning to ease restrictions, the 

organisation’s recommendation “is still the alert at any country should be at the highest level possible”. Despite warnings, the European Commission has 

called for a “gradual and careful easing of lockdown restrictions across the continent”.  

In the UK, Public Health England has approved an antibody test kit made by Swiss multinational Roche Holding AG, the first of its kind to be endorsed. 

The Department of Health and Social care is now in negotiations with the company and reportedly intends to buy millions of kits. Academics at the London 

School of Economics have published analysis indicating the death toll in care homes across the UK that can be linked to COVID-19 is likely to be double 

that of official figures. The authors said that government-published data “does not take account of indirect mortality efforts of the pandemic and/or 

because of problems with the identification of the diseases as the cause of deaths”. 

Every country in Africa has now reported cases of coronavirus. Lesotho has reported its first positive case a week after lifting a nationwide lockdown, and 

further cases are likely to be confirmed the coming days. Last week, the country’s prime minister expressed disappointment that hundreds of nationals 

continue to ignore restrictions and travel between the porous borders of Lesotho and South Africa, which has been hit hard by the virus. The concern is 

now mounting that the country’s health care system, like many others across the continent, is ill-equipped to deal with a significant outbreak. 

In the USA, infectious disease expert Dr Anthony Fauci has warned senators that a premature lifting of lockdown measures will lead to additional outbreaks 

across the country. President Donald Trump has described the warning as “not an acceptable answer, especially when it comes to schools”. As relations 

between the US and China continue to deteriorate, the FBI and the Department of Homeland Security have warned that organisations involved in working 

on vaccines, treatment and testing of the virus face a significant threat from Chinese state-sponsored hackers. The statement, released without evidence, 

claimed hackers have been “attempting to identify and illicitly obtain valuable intellectual property and public health data”.  

Elsewhere, despite reporting its highest daily increase in deaths associated with the novel coronavirus, Mexico has announced it will begin restarting the 

economy following 51 days of lockdown. Afghan authorities have reported over 5,000 cases and have warned of an impending “catastrophe”. There are 

increasing concerns about the country’s poor healthcare system and ongoing war will lead to a health disaster in the coming months. 

Region Specific Updates and New Restrictions – Be aware these are fluid and subject to change, check for any updates prior to travel. 

Asia While restrictions across the region remain extensive, some countries are now easing their internal lockdown measures after successfully 
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managing to curb their outbreaks; these include China, Taiwan and South Korea.  

International travel restrictions will, however, likely remain in place for the time being. China, for example, has implemented a limit on the 

number of flights to the country and are denying entry to foreigners with previously issued visas and residence permits. 

Europe 

The EU Commission has invited all Schengen Member States and Schengen Associated States to prolong the temporary restriction on non-

essential travel to the EU until at mid-June. Airlines, however, continue to operate limited flights to and from the majority of EU countries. 

Austria, Denmark, Germany, Norway and some other European countries are now seeing an easing of internal restrictions after overcoming 

what the peak of the outbreak in their countries. Most recently, France, Italy, Spain and Switzerland have also announced plans to ease 

their containment measures. In Italy, businesses have begun to reopen since early May.    

Americas 

The US continues to be the worst affected country globally. The majority of states now have imposed restrictions or have ‘stay-at-home’ 

orders in place. However, many states have announced plans to gradually ease restrictions in the coming days and weeks, largely due to 

protests occurring in response to the lockdowns. In some cases, the demonstrators have attended these rallies armed.  

The US has implemented a level 4: Do Not Travel global advisory. The Department of State advises US citizens to avoid all international 

travel due to the global impact of COVID-19 and for those who are currently abroad to return as soon as possible. The United States has also 

ordered a border closure for all non-essential travel from both Canada and Mexico. 

The majority of countries in the Americas have some form of restriction on both internal and international travel.  

Africa 

African countries have, thus far, not been as severely impacted by the outbreak, with the continent’s case numbers lower than all other 

continents except Oceania. However, the risk that the pandemic poses to Africa cannot be understated.  

As such, many countries implemented lockdown measures very early, when only a handful of cases had been recorded. Indeed, many 

countries announced restrictions before any confirmed cases. 

While the majority of countries have some form of restrictions in place, especially on major cities, some, including Ghana, have been able to 

start relaxing their lockdowns.  

South Africa began relaxing its restrictions in early May as part of a five-level, risk-based approach.  

International travel is likely to remain limited for the foreseeable future. For example, Nigeria, Africa's most populous nation, closed its land 

borders and banned all international flights in late March. 

Middle 

East 

The Middle East has some significant lockdowns in place, most countries are also now looking to ease restrictions. Saudi Arabia, the UAE 

and Jordan, among others, have all eased the restrictions on people’s movements. 

Notably, Saudi Arabia has eased restrictions nationwide, with the exception of Mecca, with malls, wholesale and retail shops, also being 

allowed to reopen from the sixth day of Ramadan. Mecca remains under a 24-hour curfew with calls for the kingdom to postpone Hajj in July. 

Additionally, Kuwait announced a ‘total curfew’ from 10 May for 20 days.  

Australia

/Oceania 

All states in Australia appear to have contained the spread of the coronavirus. Most states and territories including Queensland, Western 

Australia, New South Wales and Northern Territory have eased restrictions. 

Additionally, New Zealand’s Prime Minister announced that the country has stopped the transmission of the virus.  As such, some of the 

lockdown restrictions were eased from 11.59 local time on 27 April. Updated reports indicate that New Zealand also lifted the nationwide 

state of emergency and entered the Level 2 phase. The new phase allows public spaces such as restaurants and gyms are now allowed to 

reopen.  

Solace Global Advice 

At this time, we continue to advise that only business-critical travel is conducted. Otherwise, ensure that you can access the 

country you intend to travel to. Extensive travel restrictions are making even business-critical travel difficult, as such, it is 

important that travellers are aware of the restrictions that are in place, including any potential mandatory quarantining, and are 

prepared for travel to be postponed or disrupted at short notice. It is likely that restrictions will continue to be eased in the coming 

weeks and months; however, these will remain fluid, with spikes in new cases likely resulting in renewed lockdowns and travel 

restrictions.  

Current Statistics (Numbers vary between sources) 

Current Total Cases 4,431,885 (+74,528) Total Confirmed Recoveries 1,662,324 (+51,323) Total Confirmed Deaths 293,134 (+5,068) 

The list below comprises of the top 40 countries in each section, for a complete list please go to Worldometers, Johns Hopkins University or the 

WHO. 

Countries with the most 

confirmed cases 

Countries with the greatest 

increase in case numbers 

yesterday 

Countries with the most 

confirmed deaths 

Countries with the most 

confirmed recoveries 

USA 1,430,348 USA +21,712 USA 85,197 USA 310,259 

Spain 271,095 Brazil +11,555 UK 33,186 Spain 183,227 

Russia 242,271 Russia +10,028 Italy 31,106 Germany 150,300 

UK 229,705 Peru +4,247 Spain 27,104 Italy 112,541 
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Italy 222,104 India +3,763 France 27,074 Turkey 101,715 

Brazil 190,137 UK +3,242 Brazil 13,240 Iran 89,428 

France 178,060 Chile +2,660 Belgium 8,843 Brazil 78,424 

Germany 174,098 Pakistan +2,624 Germany 7,861 China 78,195 

Turkey 143,114 Mexico +1,997 Iran 6,783 France 58,673 

Iran 112,725 Iran +1,958 Netherlands 5,562 Russia 48,003 

China 82,929 Saudi Arabia +1,905 Canada 5,302 Canada 35,164 

India 78,194 Turkey +1,639 China 4,633 Switzerland 27,100 

Peru 76,306 Spain +1,575 Mexico 4,220 Mexico 26,990 

Canada 72,278 Qatar +1,390 Turkey 3,952 India 26,400 

Belgium 53,981 Bangladesh +1,162 Sweden 3,460 Peru 24,324 

Saudi Arabia 44,830 Canada +1,121 India 2,551 Ireland 19,470 

Netherlands 43,211 Belarus +952 Ecuador 2,334 Saudi Arabia 17,622 

Mexico 40,186 Germany +927 Russia 2,212 Chile 14,865 

Pakistan 35,788 Italy +888 Peru 2,169 Austria 14,304 

Chile 34,381 Kuwait +751 Switzerland 1,870 Belgium 13,937 

Ecuador 30,486 UAE +725 Ireland 1,497 Israel 12,232 

Switzerland 30,413 South Africa +724 Portugal 1,175 S. Korea 9,762 

Portugal 28,132 Indonesia +689 Romania 1,036 Pakistan 9,695 

Sweden 27,909 Singapore +675 Indonesia 1,028 Japan 8,920 

Qatar 26,539 Colombia +658 Poland 861 Denmark 8,663 

Singapore 26,098 Sweden +637 Philippines 772 Romania 7,961 

Belarus 25,825 Ukraine +402 Pakistan 770 Belarus 7,711 

Ireland 23,401 Egypt +338 Japan 678 Poland 6,696 

UAE 20,386 Argentina +316 Austria 624 UAE 6,523 

Bangladesh 17,822 Oman +298 Egypt 556 Australia 6,297 

Poland 17,204 Dominican Republic +296 Denmark 533 Panama 6,067 

Ukraine 16,847 Bahrain +285 Algeria 522 Malaysia 5,281 

Israel 16,548 Poland +283 Colombia 509 Czechia 5,047 

Japan 16,049 Ghana +281 Ukraine 456 Sweden 4,971 

Romania 16,002 Philippines +268 Hungary 436 Singapore 4,809 

Austria 15,997 Afghanistan +263 Dominican Republic 409 South Africa 4,745 

Indonesia 15,438 Moldova +252 Chile 346 Finland 4,300 

Colombia 12,930 Netherlands +227 Argentina 329 Ukraine 4,143 

South Africa 12,074 Romania +224 Czechia 290 Serbia 3,824 

Philippines 11,618 Portugal +219 Finland 284 Luxembourg 3,629 
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