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Executive Summary 
The last seven days have seen the number of new weekly cases reported globally remain broadly stable when 
compared to last week. As a result, case numbers have remained constant now for over a one-month period. The 
total global number of cases reported has now surpassed 220 million. 

Per 100,000 new cases the Americas remains the global reporting hotspot, reporting 172.4 new cases, whilst the US 
remains the country reporting the highest new weekly case numbers, hovering slightly below 1.3 million.  

This week the WHO announced that the incidence of deaths has declined in most of the world, apart from the 
Americas and Europe. The world saw around 68,000 new deaths this week attributed to COVID, which takes the 
global death toll over the 4.5-million threshold.   

  

Notable Updates 
More information has emerged in recent days around the new C.1.2 variant which is being studied with interest in 
South Africa. According to scientists, it is the variant with the most mutations since the original COVID-19 strain that 
emerged in China at the end of 2019. A pre-print scientific study even suggests that some of these mutations are 
likely to make the variant more transmissible, and possibly give it a greater ability to evade vaccines. The variant 
remains predominantly in South Africa, and for it to emerge globally it would have to outcompete the Delta variant. It 
remains unclear if C.1.2 would be able to do this.  

The cyber security company Fire Eye has announced that they have discovered a large-scale Chinese run 
misinformation campaign on social media surrounding the origins of COVID. The campaign has been discovered in 
country’s previously targeted by Chinese campaigns, such as the US, and the UK, but also in those yet untouched 
by Chinese misinformation such as Argentina and Russia. Much of the misinformation centres around the origins of 
the pandemic, with the network alleging it started in the US and that it was developed as a bio-weapon by the US 
armed forces.  

Despite there being persistent warnings in recent weeks that the de-worming medication ivermectin should not be 
used to try and treat COVID, numerous reports are still emerging of people doing so. In the United States, judges are 
having to issue protection orders to hospitals, who are refusing to administer the drug to COVID-19 patients who 
request it. A hospital in Oklahoma has stated that it has been “inundated” with emergency patients who have 
overdosed on the drug. 

Vaccination Updates 
The WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has once again called on those countries which have a large supply 
of COVID-19 vaccines to hold off from launching booster programmes, at least until the end of 2021, at the same 
time he pointed out that less than 15 percent of the 1 billion promised doses had been donated from the developed 
world. The call to abstain from booster jabs comes as countries such as the UK, US, Denmark, and Israel, are on the 
cusp of announcing or have already started their booster jabs. 

The head of AstraZeneca has stated that they do not believe that booster jabs will be needed for everyone, and that 
giving them out to everyone may not be the best strategy. Especially when there are still numerous people around 
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the globe who have not even received their initial dose of vaccination.  

The Chief-Executive of Pfizer has announced that they now believe there are enough vaccination doses in the world, 
for the WHO’s target of 10 percent of the population in every country by the end of the year, albeit three months later 
than the WHO planned. Alongside this, he pointed out that by the end of 2021, 41 percent of all of Pfizer’s vaccines 
will have been sent to low- and middle-income countries, whilst the figures for the Johnson & Johnson vaccine would 
be well over 50 percent. Further bolstering this optimism is data from the International Federation of Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers and Associations. This shows that 1.5 billion COVID-19 vaccines are now being produced a month, 
and that by June 2022, 24 billion doses will have been produced, enough to inoculate all adults across the globe.  

New research from Airfinity, a life science analytics company, shows that developed countries are likely to have a 
surplus of 1.1 billion doses they don’t need by the end of 2021. This surplus would more than double to a total of 2.5 
billion doses if developed countries were selective in their booster jab policies. These surpluses were often brought 
up in the earlier days of vaccine manufacturing when Pfizer and AstraZeneca both faced high profile supply chain 
disruptions. In recent weeks vaccine production has continued to gather pace, only adding to this surplus. This surplus 
is likely to be used to help continue the pace of vaccinations across the world, if the surplus isn’t full of vaccines that 
are about to become life expired.   

Percentage of People Vaccinated in Select Countries 

Daily COVID-19 vaccine doses administered per 100 people  
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Select Country Updates 

United States 
The United States continues to see a surge in infections 
and hospitalisations, with the country’s epicentre still 
being in the Southern states. As the country’s surge 
continues, the number of COVID-19 patients in hospitals 
is 300 percent higher than it was at this time last year.  

Across the country’s Southern states, such as 
Mississippi, Kentucky and Louisiana, military and 
federal emergency health workers are all that are 
keeping the health systems from complete collapse. The 
Governor of Kentucky has called the situation in their 
state “dire” whilst a senior doctor in the University of 
Mississippi medical centre stated that the hospital was 
“operating well beyond capacity” with patients being 
treated in hallways.  

The continuing surge in the American south is being 
driven by the region’s low vaccinations rates. In 
Mississippi for instance, only 38 percent of the 
population are vaccinated.  

In Idaho, the state’s health agency stated that it would 
begin to ration healthcare as the state grapples with the 
ongoing surge in infections. In Hawaii, the governor 
signed an order allowing hospitals to ration care without 
fear of liability if they deemed it necessary.  

Despite the surge, 3.5 million Americans travelled 
across the country for the Labour Day holiday, and the 
impact of this is likely to only further drive the US 
infections surge.   

Argentina 
President Fernandez has been charged by public 
prosecutors with breaking a mandatory quarantine. It is 
alleged he broke the quarantine when he hosted a 
birthday party with friends in 2020. The party is believed 
to have taken place shortly after the president had 
banned all social gatherings as part of the country’s 
initial response to the pandemic.  

In terms of vaccinations, the country has now managed 
to fully vaccinate around half its population of all those 
aged 18 or above. The government announced that they 
were taking a delivery of a further 200,000 vaccines. 
These are being produced by China’s Cansino lab and 
are single dose vaccines. The government has stated 
they will be used to vaccinate the homeless, migrants, 
refugees and the hardest to reach in society, with it 
hoped that a single dose vaccine will reduce logistical 
issues for these population groups.  

Jamaica 
The country has been placed on the US Centre for 
Disease Control (CDC) level 4 advisory list. The CDC 
state that countries listed at level 4 have a very high 
COVID-19 transmission level with at least 500 cases per 
100,000 people. The country has recently launched the 
Private Sector Vaccine Initiative to try and get those 
employed in the private sector vaccinated. Meanwhile, 
the Ministry of Tourism is also running a campaign to try 
and vaccinate over 150,000 workers across the nations 

tourism industry in the next eight weeks. The country 
has so far administered around 576,000 vaccines, which 
would equate to around 10 percent of the nation’s 
population.  

Saudi Arabia 
The number of new confirmed COVID-19 cases 
continue to remain below 150, as they continue their 
month-long downward trajectory from around 500 a day. 
Riyadh, the capital, continues to report the largest 
number of daily infections.  

As its daily infections continue to decrease, the number 
of restrictions on the unvaccinated continue to increase.  

The country now has some of the strictest restrictions on 
the unvaccinated seen across the globe. The 
unvaccinated are now barred from going abroad, from 
offices, schools, universities, all public places, and even 
shops and grocery stores. At the time of writing around 
42 percent of the country is fully vaccinated, whilst 63 
percent of the country has had at least one dose.  

Meanwhile the country’s authorities have reopened 
land, sea and air borders with a number of new 
countries, including neighbouring UAE. Travel between 
Saudi and the UAE was banned in July over concerns of 
COVID-19 variants.  

Pakistan  

According to the country’s official data, the daily rate of 
new infections has hovered between 3,000 and 4,000 
for roughly the last four weeks. However, on 9 
September it rose above 4,000 for the first time in a 
week.  

As a result of these figures the country’s National 
Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) have revised 
restrictions form the country’s federal capital district, and 
a number of districts across Punjab, Sindh and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. Under the new restrictions, indoor and 
outdoor gatherings are banned with the exception of 
outdoor weddings. These however do have a limit of 300 
people in attendance.  

The country has, so far, administered over 63 million 
doses of COVID-19 vaccines. Which is enough to have 
covered around 14.6 percent of the country’s total 
population. Public health officials have stated they are 
inoculating at a rate of around 10 percent of the 
population a month. However, the campaign is held back 
by the fact that many people in the country are unwilling 
to receive a vaccine. As a result, the government is 
beginning to restrict the activities the unvaccinated can 
do. They were already banned from domestic flying last 
month and in October they will banned from the 
Pakistani rail network.  

Meanwhile, the United Stated has announced that they 
will be donating over 4 million Pfizer vaccines to 
Pakistan to help strengthen their vaccine programme. 
Additionally 1 million doses of the Russian vaccine 
Sputnik have also arrived in the country. The Pakistani 
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programme has so far relied heavily on Chinese 
vaccines, and it is hoped that the addition of further 
vaccines may convince those sceptical, in particular of 
Chinese vaccines, to become vaccinated with either 
Pfizer or Sputnik. 

Nigeria 
Statistics from the Nigerian Centre for Disease Control 
show that the country is seeing a marked increase in the 
number of daily new infections, with Lagos remaining the 
country’s epicentre for the virus. 

As the number of infections continues to increase, Dr 
Ifeanyi, a public health official, stated that he is worried 
that Nigerians have “abandoned compliance” with 
pandemic measures such as social distancing and mask 
wearing. He further warned the country’s weak health 
system wouldn’t cope with a prolonged and large surge 
in COVID-19 infections.  

Meanwhile the states of Edo and Ondo have both 
announced that they would be making vaccines 
compulsory for adults. The federal government is also 
considering making the vaccine compulsory for all civil 
servants.  

Despite this, a Nigerian court recently struck down the 
Edo State Government’s mandatory announcement. 
Currently the level of vaccination in Nigeria is believed 
to be less than 2 percent of the country’s 200 million 
population.     

Botswana 
The government has received a further 4 million USD 
from USAID. The money is to be used to help the 
Botswanan government establish vaccination sites, 
strengthen surveillance at border crossings, and to 
provide support for isolation facilities for COVID-19 

patients.  

Botswana has also received more than 404,000 doses 
of the Sinovac vaccine from China, which it agreed to 
purchase earlier in the year. These will be used to 
continue the country’s vaccination drive which has 
currently seen more than a third of a million doses 
administered, and around 250,000 people are fully 
vaccinated. 

Cambodia 
The Cambodian vaccination campaign has been one of 
the best performing in the South Asian region. As of 6 
September, two thirds of the country’s population have 
had at least one dose of a vaccine, whilst 53 percent of 
the country is fully vaccinated. The country is currently 
on track to complete its inoculation campaign a full eight 
months ahead of schedule.  

The WHO has reported that Cambodia, due to its 
vaccine success, was reaching a new era in the 
pandemic with “decreasing case numbers, high 
vaccination coverage and a more transmissible 
circulating variant threatening a hidden surge”. The 
WHO has warned that the country needs to be prepared 
for a variant driven surge as people return to normality 
due to vaccine success.  

As a result of this success, the Cambodian Tourism 
Ministry has announced that international tourists will be 
allowed to enter the country once more from November 
2021, as long as they too are fully vaccinated.  They are 
also considering removing the 14-day quarantine period 
for vaccinated travellers. Cambodian authorities initially 
closed the nation’s international borders in April 2020.  
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